
SUNSET AVENUE CORRIDOR STUDY 
(From Winstead Avenue to Forest Hill Avenue) 

CITIZEN SURVEY 
1. Check all of the appropriate statements. 

_____   My residence is on Sunset Avenue 
_____   I live _____ blocks from Sunset Avenue 
_____   I live in a single family residence 
_____   I live in an apartment (more than three units per building) 
_____ I live within one mile of Sunset Avenue  
_____ I live within five miles of Sunset Avenue 
_____ I work within one mile of Sunset Avenue 
_____ I shop at one or more businesses located on Sunset Avenue 
_____ I attend church within ¼ mile of Sunset Avenue 
_____ I have children attending Englewood Elementary School 
_____ I or a member of my family walk along the Sunset Avenue corridor 
_____ I think a sidewalk should be added along Sunset Avenue 
_____ A sidewalk along Sunset Avenue would benefit me 
_____ I routinely walk across Sunset Avenue 
_____  I am uncomfortable walking across Sunset Avenue 
_____ I or a member of my family use the public bus along Sunset Avenue 
_____   I think the bus stops are fine 
_____   I think the bus stops need improvements such as benches and shelters 
_____ I or a member of my family ride a bicycle along Sunset Avenue 
_____   I or another adult in my family ride a bicycle as primary transportation 
_____ The landscaping of the median needs improvement  
_____ I think the landscaping of the median is fine 
_____   I think we need more trees and/or landscaping on Sunset 
_____   I think the signs on Sunset need to be improved in the future 
_____   I think the signs on Sunset are fine 
_____ I or a member of my family have been in a traffic crash on Sunset Avenue 
_____ I or a member of my family have received a traffic citation on Sunset Avenue 
_____ I or a member of my family have been ticketed for a red light violation on Sunset Avenue 
_____ I sometimes take an alternate route and avoid Sunset Avenue 
_____ I travel on Sunset Avenue daily 
_____ I frequently make several trips on Sunset Avenue in one day 
_____ I sometimes have difficulty getting onto Sunset Avenue 
_____ I think traffic is moving too fast on Sunset Avenue 
_____ I think traffic is moving too slow on Sunset Avenue 
_____ I think the 45 MPH speed limit is appropriate 
_____ I have difficulty seeing the painted lines and signs during good weather  
_____ I have difficulty seeing the painted lines and signs at night 
_____ I have difficulty seeing the painted lines and signs during rainy weather 
_____ Driveways on Sunset Avenue are no problem for me 
_____ I think there are too many driveways along Sunset Avenue 
_____   I think we need more residences in the Sunset Corridor Area. 
_____   I think we need more offices in the Sunset Corridor Area. 
_____   I think we need more retail in the Sunset Corridor Area. 

 
Please use the back of this page to add any comments or questions you feel need to be addressed. 



 
 

 

Sunset Avenue Corridor Study 
Citizen Survey Input 

●   I think if this plan is looking for 15 year growth, that you'd want to aim for a "upscale" (after all that’s 
where we all hope Rocky Mount will be in 15 more years! :-) 
     I'd say lets aim for: 

 curb appeal (landscaping/trees) 
 bus turnouts (so that traffic isn't as affected by the bus stops 

 bus stops with benches and small shelters 
center bi-directional turn lane for cars to prevent backup of traffic 
bike paths (extra 4 ft; of paving  bi-directionally) 
and side walks designed for Handicapped traffic (i.e. cut-downs for the curbs at crossovers) 

     We all know that the concepts for Sunset Ave in large part depend on the city's growth and associated 
tax base broadening, but I think that Rocky Mount should be good for it :-) 
Btw - I realize this is a bit out of scope - but is Tarry Town Mall scheduled to be re-vitalized?  Hopefully it’s 
also on the Planning Board's mind.... If so I'll vote for adding a Bus Terminal and Transfer Depot there - 
seems that it would serve many of Rocky Mount's citizens well. 
 
●   Any business traffic exits possible should be to a side street rather than directly onto Sunset Ave 
 
●    Difficulty in entering street from some businesses 
 
●    Traffic movement daily 8-8:30 and 4-5:00 is miserable most days (not Sat).  Getting from a business 
along Sunset into the traffic is often VERY bad.  Eckerd Drug egress is miserable. 
 
●   I think the number and size of signs along Sunset needs to be tightly controlled to prevent clutter. 
      No large highway-sized signs on Sunset 
      We need alternate traffic lanes as development continues west of this corridor. 
 
●   What about a bike lane (all the way downtown)? 
      What about an overhead crosswalk near Englewood School? 
 
●   We don’t need more commercial uses (Winn Dixie’s, drugstores, fast food). 
      No more traffic lights than already exist. 
 
●   No more manhole covers 
 
●   It would greatly improve Sunset Ave if you would relocate all the manhole covers into the middle of the 
road.  Currently they are all over the road and really effect cars and cause some damage to them.  It would 
give people a better view and opinion on the upkeep of the City with a smooth road surface. 
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Zoning District Definitions 
 
B-5 – Business Service District:  This district is defined as certain areas in the City 
that are  designed to provide business and warehousing services in support of primary 
activities in the B-4 district.  This district may also be situated along rail sidings and 
primary streets. 
 
B-3 – Regional Commercial District:  This district is intended for regional retail and 
personal services of significant size and service area that provide for the larger needs 
and convenience of those residing in the community and surrounding areas.  It is 
intended that regional commercial uses be developed as a unit with adequate off-street 
parking spaces for customers and employees and with appropriate means of access, 
ingress, and egress with landscaping and screening and are therefore subject to all 
Planned Building Group requirements and standards of the LDC. 
 
B-2 – Commercial Corridor District:  This district is established for major retail and 
service activities removed from the central business district, with major arterial access 
and with adequate open space and parking.  This district is intended to serve the 
resident, non-resident, and transient traffic using major arterials that run through or 
around the City. 
 
O-I – Office and Institutional District:  This district is intended to provide for the 
conduct of general and professional office, medium or high-density housing, and related 
activity to meet the professional service, institutional office function, and residential 
accommodation needs of the community.  It is intended that this district be located so 
as not to introduce traffic onto solely residential streets or become an intrusion into a 
residential district, but to serve as a buffer between residential districts and the more 
intensive commercial activities. 
 
R-6 – Residential District:  This district is defined as medium-density residential 
areas where single-family and multifamily dwellings are commingled and certain open 
areas where similar residential development will be a viable land use.   
 
R-10 – Residential District:  This district is defined as low-density residential areas 
and additional open areas where similar residential development will be a viable land 
use.   
 
R-15 – Residential District:  This district is defined as a very low-density residential 
area and additional open areas where similar residential development will be a viable 
land use.   
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SUNSET AVENUE CORRIDOR STUDY
WINSTEAD AVENUE TO FOREST HILL AVENUE

TRAFFIC CRASHES BY CALENDAR YEAR

Location 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

  Sunset Ave &

  Winstead Ave 22 21 29 15 29

  Stony Creek Dr 15 7 7 4 4

  Tyson Ave 5 4 2 3 2

  Jones Rd 7 5 5 10 5

  Timberlane Dr 6 4 3 7 1

  Englewood Dr 11 10 10 7 7

  Foy Dr 6 4 1 3 2

  Patterson Dr 2 2 1 1 1

  Clifton Rd 2 2 0 1 5

  Bulluck Ave 7 6 3 1 3

  Circle Dr 14 5 4 3 6

  Greenwood Ave 3 5 3 3 2

  Crescent Dr 4 4 4 0 5

  Forest Hill Ave 8 10 7 9 16

  Totals: 112 89 79 67 88
M Drive
Sunset Ave Study
10/13/2004




